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Summary

The aim of this work is, primarily, to introduce and describe the topic of the asnes
found in the development of the English languajdérue value of the runes lies actually in
some of the preserved texts which were vastly created during the Old and Middle English
period. According to historical evidence, the runes were used by various people since

prehistoric times, but the traces wearobably lost.

The early inscriptionschiselled into the stone or wood were the results of
extraordinary master work. Marvellous ornaments, animal images and prolific decorations,
were just a few of significant characteristics, which made stone$ook tremendous and
unique. One needed to be vekilful and of capable hand in order to make tiny and precise
movements in order to carve a message, a magical charm, spell, or just a mere text, that
served for individual purpose. The pagan tribes assdcidte runes with something
magnificent and divine. The runic symbols are the representatives of the metaphoric
interpretations,as was seen irthe old Germanic mythology. This explaingerfectly the

mighty world of pagan gods and numerous other mystieaitares.

It is important to say thdhe knowledge about tH@ld and Middle English period is in
closerelationsip to the understanding of theunic system because certain characteristics

from an overall historical flovinfluenced the development ofethunic signs.

Key words: runes, runic script, futhark, inscriptiocatve,stone English language
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1. Introduction

Talking from a histoiical point of view it has beerspeculated that the British Isles
were first settled by the humans, meaning Homo sapiens, from the time immemorial. Looking
back in the preChristian era, it was presumed that the first settlers arrived to the British Isles
during the Ice Age (35 00&10000 years ago), when the sea levels were lower than the land,
so the Britain was connected to the rest of the European continent. It is thought that these
people built up the megalithic, ancient Stonehenge and Avebury, which reraasgdsome

pieces ofperhaps Druidarditecture even today.

Below we shall draw upotine major points of this workhe very first part deals with
the history of several Germanic tribes, settling down the area of the British Isles. The roots of
these tribal groups are beiegamined, as well as their reasons for settling around. According
to scientific facts, there were thousands of reasons, why ancient Germanic people acted
sometimes violently. Some tribes triggered massive riots, by brutally terrorising the native
inhabitarts, in order to subdue the poor folk under their control, and invade the land of an
enormous potential. Some invaders just calmly integrateld thvit natives. Their impact on
the overall development of the history is observed, as well as, some minoedeaftuheir
cultural lifestyle.

The second part of this paper explicitly concerns the topic, which is thought to be the
major one. The mysterious world tife runes is being discussed, explored and analyzed to
perfect details. At th@ery beginning of thasection, the runic alphabet is introduced. The
origins and related history of the runes are closely questioned, asswedlr function, which
is of primary significance. What is really interesting and charming is the concurrent use of
these letters apurely textual signs, used as a writing system, and on the other thand,
magical anddivine propertiesassigned to them ag/mbolictools for distinctive rituals and
spells. The final section is designed in order to show remarkable and prolific tékes \wr
different forms of runes, appearing as inscriptions or manuscripts carved in many forms of
stones. The runetescribedn this paper reflect the Olahd theMiddle English period.



Due to the recent 'boom' in the research of runes, the majorggustes used in this
thesis are from the Internet, where some major research projects and findings with
illustrations could be found. We relied on those in order to provide the most exhaustive

overview of the runic systems.

2. Historical overview anddevelopment of Germanidribes settling the
British Isles in Old and Middle English period

In this section, the history of the British Isles and folk would be discussed. First of all, the
prehistory of Germanic people would be introduced. Accordirthedistorical data that we

have today, the first inhabitants of the British Isles were the Celts, who arrived at the time of
Bronze Age (2000t500 B.C.). Domestic peopipokea Celtic language, which was a part of

the of the Indo-Europearfamily of languageso which also belongs the Germabi@nchand

English as one member of its Western sub bran@iegraml). The Christian era welcomes

the historical events of numerous attacks, triggered by several distinct Germanic tribes. The
historical background iaccompanied by short descriptions of several major invasions, which

are of vital importance due tbe Old and Middle English pericd

Diagrani 1: The Germanic Family of Languages

2.1.The pread of the Celts from 5th century BC

In the earliest timeswhich are called prehistoric (the 5th BC), some tribes spread

from their original homeland east of the Rhine. These were the €dlkey were a group of

'http://www.englishclub.com/englislanguagehistory.htm



people, tied by similar language, religion and culture. They were warriors, living for wars,
battles and plunder. With the help of iron weapons, they were able to press to the Balkans

and west to France and Spaim.was believed that they managed to cross La Manche in

about 300BC. The Celts pushed south the Alps, and in 390 BC two migrations of Celts took
place in Rome. The Romans called them Gaels, and distinguished two territories: Cisalpine
"HOo ~(E}u Z}u ~NSZ]e o] M SHE W0H%D% ]V " HO ~7). ThedwstSZ 0 %o e
were the Gaelic or Goidelic Celts, who were the ancestors of the préseabitants of the

Scotch Highlands, the Isle of Man, and the western part of Ireland. The second migrants
were the Brythonic or Gallic Celts, who were pushed to Cornwall, Wales and Blétatiyg

a name to the tribes of Britons and future geograplmdmark

2.2. Roman Invasion

During Caesar's reign, some alliances were made between Caesar and independent Celtic
tribal chiefs. In 55 BC Caesairied an invasion on Britain. The Roman army fought in Gaul
(France). Caesar was defeated, and tried to attack the Britons again, within the same year. It
was in August 55 BC, near Dover. The Romans were forced to fight in the water, because the

Britons gathered and hid behind the cliffs. The Romans were defeated again.

The next year, 54 BC, Caesar returned and tried to invade Britain again. With his powerful
army of 30 000 soldiers, Caesar managed to establish a military troops in Britain. By the time
of fight, Caesar neglected Gaul. Therefore he left Britain, and together with the army went to
Gaul in order to oppose the rebellion. The Romans did not return to Britain for almost 90
years. The only connection between the Romans and Britons was prodoctiaed. The
Romans traded with the tribes, realizing that Britain was a wealthy place, out of which the
Romans could gain a lot, but under their occupation.

The Romans invaded Britain for the third time in the year 43 AD under Roman emperor
Claudiug. He sent an army of 40 000 soldiers. They succeeded in conquering of one part of
Britain, until the year 84 AD. Numerous fights and attacks were led under the Roman
emperor Agricola and several times he defeated the Britons. A great area of the British Isles
was then, under the Roman influence, until the 410, when the Romans were forced to

withdrawal.

2 http://homes.chass.utoronto.ca/~cpercy/courses/6361Lovis.htm
® http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/romans/questions_01.shtml
“nttp://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/romans_in_britain.htm



2.3.Anglo-Saxon Invasion

At the beginning of the 5th century there were some new tribes set on the scene. Several
groups of barbarians represented a new thfeatBritons: Visigoths, Franks, Hurend
Burgundies. Archaeological evidence claims that the first barbarian arrivals made the Romans
go back to Rome in order to defend the capital and Saxon Shore from attacks and plunder
against barbarian seaiders in 40. As a result, RomarBritons remained alone in Britain

and had to use own means to defend.

Anglo-Saxofi is a collective name given to various Germanic tribes, who inhabited and ruled

in the south and east of the Roman Britain from the 5th century Aiztome of the Norman
Conquest 1066. According to tMenerable Bedea learned monk from the monastery of Jarrow,

the author of The History of the English Church and People the AngleSaxons were the
descendants of three different Germanic pedpie:Angles, the Saxons and the Juléwy
originally migrated from the north of Germany to England, in the 5th century, at the invitation
of the British chieftain Vortigern (King of the Britons) to defend his country agaivest

Pictish and Irish invadersn return for their military assistance, Angiaxons were promised

lands in the south and east of Britain. To Vortigern's great pleasure, the expected newcomers
arrived as Germanic pagans, independent of Roman control. The picture 1 below shows and

visually explains AngleSaxon migrations.

*http://www.thenagain.info/webchron/westeurope/AngloSaxon.html
®http://www.angelcynnreenactmentsociety.org.uk/home/asgimninvason-of-britain



Picture 1: Germanic invaders entered Riit on the east and south caasthe 5th century

The Angles(led by brothers Hengest and Horsa) came from the province Angeln inAngulus,
the country, which lied between the provinces of the Jutes and Saxons, and settled an area of
the eastern coast of Britain, the river Humber (Northumbria), the Kingdom of Mercia

(meaning théviarche tFrontier).

The Saxongunder king Aelle leadership) came from the northern Germany on the North Sea
(German kingdom of Saxony). Being the dominant tribe they took place in the south (Sussex),

south west (Wessex, today Devon), Middiesend up the valley of the Thames (Essex).

Finally, the Jutes came from the peninsula of Jutland (Jylland today Denmark) and invaded
Kent, the Isle of Wight, and the West Saxon (Wessex).

The AngleSaxon Chronicles a collection that contains informati@outthe Anglo-Saxon
invasion, and records about the later establishment of seven kingdoms, knowiaglthe

Saxon HeptarchyNorthumbria, Mercia, East Anglia, Kent, Essex, Sussex and Wessex.

The Britons struggled to stop the Angb@axon riots, anchanaged to stop them in the battle at
Baddon Hilf 500. The leader of the Britons was perhaps the legendary King Arthur, but this
fact remained obscure, because it had never been scientifically proved. The Britons were
divided from the AngleSaxons by a bisier, known as Offa's DyRePicture2).

The Celts in Britain (Scottish Gaels) were pressed into the west of England, Wales and
Cornwall. The Celts and the Angaxons fought for the next 100 years till Anaxons
killed all the Celts.

———— N

Pictu 2: Offa's Dyke in Wales

" http://lwww.englishclub.com/englislanguagehistory.htm
®http://www.badonhill.com/BattleofBadonHill.html
°0ffa's Dyke #traditional boundary between England and Wales, 240 km long, 2,5 m high; from the Dee estuary



2.3.1. TheChristianization of England

The Argles were formally christianised in 597 when Augustinet@®e 3), who was sent by
Pope Gregory with a group of missionariegyrived in England. He was made Archbishop of
Canterbury in 601, establishing this town as the centre of British bishops. The king Ethelbert
of Kent was baptized.

By the end of the 7th century, most of Germanic tribes hadrbe Christian. While St.
Augustinechristianigd people in the south of England, the north of England had been vastly
christiansed by Irish and Scottish monks.

Picture 3: St. Augustine
2.3.The Scandinavian Invasion

Peace did not last long among Germanic people. The newcomers, named Vikings or
Northman raided Britain in the 8th centurfheterm Viking is probablyderived from Frisian

wic ~ (meaningsettlemenjtor Old Norse (meaningirate raid). The earliest target attacRs

were on Lindisfarne and Jarrow in 793. The monasteries with ornamental riches were the
great attraction to the raiders. They plundered indiscriminately (precious silver and gold
chalices, plates, bowls, crucifixes) and killed everywhere, on the islaloth@f for instance.

They were great sailors, but actually seen as a mixture of barbarian warriors and tradesmen.

They came from Scandinavia and travelled westwards across the Atlantic.

19 http:/www. heritagehistory.com/www/heritage.php?Dir=wars&FileName=wars_danebritain.php



The Vikings'* discovered Iceland and Greenland, even Labrador Peninshilarth America.
The reasons of their invasion of Britain might be overpopulation in poor land with harsh
climatic condition. Gradually, waves of the Danes joined in 9th century and captured

Northumbria and its capital York (Jorvik). They settled fronrtNembria to East Anglia.

Later, English King Alfred the Great showed resistance to the Danes in the war against them.
The war lasted fifteen years (8886), and he defeated the Vikings at Bedtle of Edington

in 878. Successfully, the victory resultéd maintaining Wessex free from the Viking
influence. Therefore, a legendary King Alfred the Great became known as King Alfred of
Wessex. These and other struggles with the Danes were described in details in the section of

Parker's Manuscripf.

After the lattle, the Viking leader Guthrum converted to Christianity. Alfred took London
from the Vikings, and together with Guthrum signed a treaty at Wedmore in 890. The treaty
divided England betweethe Vikings andthe English. The Viking territory became knovas

the Danelaw(Picture 4). The boundary of the Danelaw defined an area -eagh from
London to Cheshire. Five towns became of vital importance in the Danelaw: Leicester,
Lincoln, Nottingham, Derby and Stamford. In the 10th century they permanentgdsatthe

province of France, which was named Normandy.

Picture 4: The boundary of tiandaw
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™ http://wwwglobalpracticdaura.blogspot.com/2011/02/1.html
2 parker Manuskriptta section of AngleéSaxon Chronicle, which deals with the Scandinavian influences in
Britain, named after a bishop in whose possession the manuscript was
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2.3.Norman Invasion

By the early 11th century, the Norman people came to England and invaded the land. From
the point of Norman invasion (Picture 5), the beginning of the Middle English period is
marked.

Picture 5: Norman Invasion of Britain
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After King Alfred's death, the King Ethelred came to throne. After a futile
confrontation with the Danes, he raised taxes, in order to pay them to go away. After his
death, the Danish leader Khtjtwas pleased to be the King of England, Denmark and
Norway. One of his relatives was married to Earl Godwin, and he was married to Ethelred's
wife, who was a daughter of the Duke of Normandy. After Knut's death, his sons could not
rule, so Edward, Etheldss son Edward, came from Normandy to be the English King. He
was of the English origin, but since he had spent all his life in Normandy, he behaved as a
Norman. Because of the official aristocracy, he was married to Earl Godwin's daughter, by

force. Theydid not have any children. It was believed, that he had left England to his Norman

13 http://www.regia.org/history/history.htm
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Norman_conquest_1066.svg

cousin. Edward died at Christmas 1065, and Harold Godwinson seized the throne. He was
Edward's brotherin law.

Tostig*, Harold's younger brother, claimed, that he was fgeththe throne by
Edward. On the other side, the Danish king, Harald Hardraada, also claimed the English
crown, because of the connections of the previous generations. Under strange circumstances,
Tostig and Hardraada allied. The third person, to whomdgdivpromised the crown, was

William Duke of Normandy. The country was to be grabbed.

Harald Hardraada and Tostig invaded in the North, first. But they were defeated by
Harold Godwinson at Stamford Bridge, in September 1066. Hardraada was killed. Harold
marched to the South Coast to attack William's forces. Harold's army was quite exhausted
from previous attacks. At the Battle of Hastings in 1066 (October 14) Harold Godwin was
defeated by William of Normandy, and therefore committed a suicide. This year was a turning

point in the whole English history, what enormously influenced the Englgime.

William was crowned in Westminster on Christmas 1066. In the next few years,
William had to face many rivals, who triggered attacks. Luckily, he opposed all of the

rebellions. William's capable leadership and rational skills always prevailed.

The period of Middle English from the 11th to the 16th century was under French

control with French language officially prevailing.

“www.unidue.de/SHE/SHBNorman Invasion.htm
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3. The World of runes

3.1. Introduction to the system ofrunes Picture 6: The Runé%

Before today's alphabets, evbaforethe Roman a ~ B R
Greek alphabetical systems, there was a language and a 1 Fh P P R( XP
of the ancient world, used among the people ofhystorical@ | U 1 @ r K g Ww
and historical times in some parts of the Europe. This w3 .' H+ I <>\r KTg )
alphabet of the runes, followed by the Germanic Eurdih n | | €l p z §

cultures, which was used mainly from 150 to 1500 TBN H FONR
According to scientificevidence the first written inscriptio tbemlngdo

date from that point of time.

The wnes are alphabetical scripts used by different people of Northern Europe. All
runic alphabets are, generally speaking, caligdarksafter the first letters of the first six
runes (Fehu, Uruz, Thurisaz, Anzus, Raidho, Kenaz), similarly as the wordelptanes
from the names of the first two Hebrew letters ( Aleph, Beth). Futhadtved as the first
writing system used by the ancient Germanic people, where each rune represented one letter.
The runes could be read in whatever direction; from leftgbtrand vice versa, as well as,
upwards, diagonally... Atring of words were tied up together, without any single space.

Occasionally, oeor more dots were used to separate the words.

Functioning as lettet§ the runes were more significant than justrenletters. Each
rune represented a kind ahiconic symbol, a picture or any other abstract image agrtain
universal principle of power. Writing in runes had not only been referred bara literacy
communication or transmitting a message, chiselled on some hard sQratte contrary, it
represented magic, prophecy, divination and witchcraft spells. To be more precise, writing in
runes in the sense of magical rituals, meant tofodth a particular force, and energize it for
somethingwhat this particular rune referred to. This is also understood in etymology of the
word itself. Althoughit is still debatable what the womdine exactly means, it is supposed

that the word originallyembarked fromthe ProtoGermanié¢® (Gothic) word runo that

'3 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/H%C3%A1vam%C3%All
18 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Runes

" http://norg-mythology.org/runes/

18 http://norsemythology.org/runes/
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actually meansexret whisper or mystery So, the correspondence of the magical or mystical
rituals of these symbols is quite vivid. Itnet very likely, that these symbols were used to
predictthe future; they were rather regarded as a way of seeking advice from the gods and

served as oracles.

The primary characteristic which distinguished a runic futhark from other alphabets
was that each rune had its own name and meaning, and a God totmbgrarticular rune
was honoured. For example, the first ruieu is referred toas cattle or wealth and is
honoured to Goéfrey, the god of fertility and unselfish abundar®&eother example ithe T-
rune, named after the Gotiwaz (known as Tyr). The form of the-fune is an arrow pointed
upward to the sky and god. It was believed that in magical rituals this rune, symhbézed

victory in battles.

Tablel: The runic characters and their names

g

Thurisa=z

P

T

Eihwvwaz

T B

Sowu|o Tehwaz Eeaerlkana Mlannuz

N <& R

Cthila The Elank Rune

The unes were eventually dropped dwdm the formal use with the Roman influence
and Christianization of the BritonSection 2.2.1.). The Roman alphabet becameeferred
script over the British Isles.

Nevertheless, the runic characters and meanings weserped in forms of, either shorter

inscriptions or manuscripts.

14



Traditionally*®, the rune characters were mostly carved into stones and wood, but can
be also found in bones, metal, coins, medals, jewellery, walls of caves, swords, knives or on
other sinilar hard surfaces. Of course, it was impossible for one to use an ink or pen and draw
the symbols on parchment. According to online encyclopaedia (Omnigieteis a short

typology of what the runic inscriptions usually included and what they wereldone

Inscriptions on cliff walls, large rocks and buildings
Grave stone monuments ( names of who carved the runes, who was buried)

Religious or magic inscriptions: prayers, curses, amulets, magic formulas

S

Trade inscriptions: stock exchange, excusesnfar having paid on time, trade
name tags (wood)

5. Political inscriptions: the scripts of the law, secret messages

6. Personal letters: love letters, greetings, invitations, proposals

7. graffiti Art and craft signatures: goldsmiths, blacksmiths, wood caredns,ch

builders

There are numerous runic alphabets to be distinguished, of which only three are of

significant importance:

1. Elder Futhark: 150 AD+800 AD (Common or Teutonic)
2. Anglo-Saxon Futhork: 400 AD:1100 AD (Anglian)
3. Younger Futhde: 800 AD £1100 AD (Nordic or Scandinavian)

1. Elder Futhark

This version of the runic alphabet is thought to be the oldest version, us#tk by
Germanic people from Scandinavia and other parts of the Europe. This was the first fully
formed runic alphabet. It contained 24 runic characters. Traditionally, this futhark was
divided into threeparts callechetts However, the principles of how the eswere grouped
remained a mystery. The formation of this futhark was formed by the 5th century, with the

first evidence of its inscription in Kylver Stoffe

19 http://www.omniglot.com/writing/runic.htm
O http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Runes
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f L b a r k 0 il
fehu (ruz burisaz ANsUZ raipd kaunaz gehd WLIF O
wealth aurochs giant god riding ulcer it joy
h h i i i p z 5
hagalaz naupiz isa jera gilnwaz perp algiz sawLla
hail needhardship ice wearharwvest wew tree uck sedge [7) ELUN
t 1] e m I ng o ]
teiwaz herkana ehwaz mannaz laguz inguz dagaz dhila
the god Tyr birch twig horse man water the god Ing day inherited land

2. Anglo-Saxon Futhork

The AngloSaxon Futhork emerged from the Elder Futhark, at about 400wAD,the
Anglo-Saxon invasion. Gradually, it developed into 33 runic characters, and it was thought to
be the only runic alphabet of the English origin.

3. Younger Futhark

It is believed that the Younger Futhark gradualiyerged from the Elder Futhark tite
beginning of the Viking Age, 800 AD. It comprised only 16 runic characters, and it replaced
the original alphabet in Scandinavia. Later Younger Futhark developed further in the
Marcomannic runes, the medieval runes (180500), and the Dalecarlian res (1500 £

1800).

3.2. Origins of the Runes

This section deals shortly, with the origins of the runic alphabet. There are certain theories,

that suggest, where possibly the runes came from.

First of all, the science of runology would be introduceds the study that deals with

runic alphabets, runic inscriptions, rune stones, and their history. Runology is a branch of

16



Germanic linguistics. Speaking of the toof the futharkthere are some theories provided as
suggestions of tliepossible origif™

1. The alphabet was created independently

2. The alphabet was probably originally used in southern Europe and transmitted
the North by Germanic tribes

3. The runic alphabet was desigrefterthe pattern of the Etruscan or Latin alphabet

Today, the processf diow the runic script was transmitéds still unknown. The
oldest inscriptions are found in Denmark and Northern Germany, and not near lItaly, at all.
There are two possible theories of how the runic alphabets weréetraddo the British
Isles:

1. West Germanic hypothesigtransmission from the northern areas

2. Gothic hypothesigtransmission from the Gred®doman areas (the Black Sea)

Historically observed, the runic alphabet is believed to derive from the OId ltalic
alphabets. However, it is dtiincertain which variant of the Old Italic family suitedbe used
for the runes. There are a few options that satisfy this thegryRaetic, Etruscaror Old
Latin. All these scripts had the same angular shapes of letters, later found in epigraphic

moruments. The runic alphabet contained similar shapes of the letters.

Scholars believe that the real origins date back from the Greek or Latin alphabets,
from the period of the 6th century BC to the 5th century AD. They think that the futhark was
developediy the Goths, a Germanic people, from the Etruscan alphabet of the northern lItaly,
and therefore also influenced by the Latin. There are two inscriptions written in Etruscan
script such as the Negau and the Maria Saalerberg inscriptions from the 2nd century BC. The
angular form of the runes was shared with other alphabets of the period, in which writing
functioned as carving in the stone or wood. At first, early runic alphabetschhdrizontal
strokes, which were also the case of other alphabets, such as the early form of the Latin
alphabet used for Duenos inscription. The historical context of the script's origin was the
result of the cultural and linguistic contact between therfaaic peoples.

L http://www.omniglot.com/writing/runic.htm
22 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Runes
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Going further, there is one additional source that possibly explains the origin of the
runic alphabet. It is based on an interesting story, which is believed to be a legend about the
god Odin. According to that legend, Otfinwho was onef the Old Norse gods, hung for
nine nights oryggdrasi| theTree of the Worldand grabbed the runes just before he fell from
the tree. He made an honourable sacrifice, and in this way brought the runes to humankind on
the Earth. According t®din's Rue Poerfi* (from Havamal +Sayings from the High Oje

Hung | was on the windswept tree;

Full nights | hung,

Pierced by a speaa,pledge to the god,

To Odin, myself to myself,

On that tree which nonean know the source

From whence its root has run.

None gave me breadpne brought a horn.
Then low to earth | looked.

Caught up the runes, roaring | took them,
And, fainting, back | fell.

(Stanzas 13346)

The whole scerféof Odin's sacrifice to a god by hanging himself on the tree, and then
his wound inflicted by a spear, is compared to the crucifixion of Christ. Certain parallels are
drawn between Odin and Christ, what would indicate the existence of Christianity and

trarsition from paganism to Christianity.

There are a lot of runic inscriptions, which date back inhistoric times, but there

are no traces of these. The first known inscriptions daten fthe first century AD

#0din + hanged for nine days; there is the picture of Odin, who is hanged, and it exists in today Tarot Deck.

7KDW LV WKH FDUG Rl 3 +DQJHG 0DQ 3 ZKLFK HPEDUNHG IURP WKDW OHJ
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/H%C3%A1vam%C3%All

% http://en.wikipedia.orgliki/H%C3%A1lvam%C3%All
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3.3.The Meaning of the Runes

In this entire section, the meaning of the runic characters would be enlightened. Different
definitions would be discussed, but on the basis of two distinct levelsnelaaing of the
runic characters as text types in writing systems and the meaning of the runic characters used

for metaphorical interpretation.

3.3.1. The meaning of the runic characters as text types in writing systems

The research proje®unic Writirg in the Germanic Languagf@s established by the
Union of the German Academies of Sciences and based at the Academy of Sciences in
G |ttingen, is conducted in research centres at universitieKial, G |ttingen, Munich

(Institute for English Philology), andunich (Scandinavian Department).

Based on the data found in the documents published by the project tinsugpection
aims to examine briefly the runic script as a purely writing system within the historical and
cultural context. The focuwill be on phonemic, grapheémand textpragmatic aspectd.he
research on runic monuments predominantly focuses on understanding the text of the individual
inscriptions and their historical and cultural interpretation. The aim of the research was to
descibe and analyse the function of the runes as a runic writing system. This research mainly
describes the steps of how the primary sources should be gathered, and how accordingly, the
whole process flows. It gives some advarehow to approachthis scientfically, andhow to

organizesimilar investigations inlifferentlinguistic branches.
Following this perspective, there are two principal domains of investigation:

1. Within this domain, the transfer of sounds into graphic characters is being observed.
Thephonemic (sounds) argtaphemidletters) systems are compared.

2. This domain deals with the relation of oral speech to written characters. Previous
attempts of determining the functions of the script itaadfe occuped with magical
or ritual interpretabns. The aim of this research is to develop a system that would

decode the inscriptions as text types. To analyse the inscriptions certain elements

Phttp://www.anglistik.unimuenchen.de/forschung/forsch_projekte/runes_project/runes_description.pdf
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come into consideration: the inscriptibearing object itself, the text written on it,
extrarunic charactes, iconographic elements and ornaments, the order of the signs,
and the historical circumstances.

The gepsin analysing the runic sigreccording to the project researchers are (ibid.)

1. Distinction between different groups of signs
identifying runicsigns; formal characteristics, spatial and chronological dimensions,
interpretation of the text.

2. Systematic compilation of the riengraphs +graph
description ofthe basis of designed descriptive model, to which would be assigned a
sound value

3. Structural analysis of the runic sign systems
investigation of sign and sound relation due to historical and regional variance (one
graph corresponds either to a single or several phone(s), several graphs correspond to
a phone due to regional variance)

4, Analysis ofnonphonic functions of runic signga
representation of abbreviatory signs (Begriffsrunen)

5. Analysing the function of extreunic signs -
registration of all other nortrunic characters and cooperation with archaeology, art
history (pictures, images...)

6. Interrelationships between the Latin and the runic
script £presumption of the Latin origin of the runic script (shape of Latin letters on
runic script) and vice versa (Rhu@anconian script). Consideration of monuments in

runic and Latin (Ruthwell Cros§ranks Casket, The Lindisfarne Stones).

The textpragmatic and functional aspects of writing determine the conceptual features
of the runic texts, to find their communicative function and to describe changes in the use of the
runic script from historyrd culture. The following features and characteristics of runic writing
will be included in the study: the type of the inscriptlmearing object and its function in the
social context, the location of the text on the object and the design of the textstpactural,
lexical and pragmatic features.

1. Analysis of the text linguistic descriptions fothe

signs (syntactisemantiqdcomparisol, morphasyntactic (stylistically marked))
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2. Analysis of the following extraunic signs- text
structuring(separators, signs with a referential function and ornamental signs); the role
of separators lies in that the different stages can be isolated and followed in historical
and cultural context

3. Iconographic elementshe relation between the text
and image

4. Analysis of the inscriptionbearing object- the
runic texts written on objects of soedaltural meaning (found on personal objects,
bracelets, bracteates, brooches, swords...; ebgaring text examples in the Section
2.3)

As the research points odhe corpus of the runic tradition, the Runianuscripta differs at

some extent from the epigraphic runic corpus. It is a large and manifold corpus. Manuscripts
contain lists of the complete rune rows, sometimes ending up in Latin signs just to nrankla fo
name and sound of the rune. The names of scribes are represented in form of a monogram. The
inventory corpus contains all the runic texts in elder futhark andepmraphic Runica
Manuscripta. To conclude, the progress of Runica Manuscripta is osdybte if the runic signs

are individually and more carefully observed, if the form or shape, as well as the value of the
rung is studied, and not only the rune name, if the runic signs are observed and judged from the

sociccultural level.

3.3.2. The meaning of the runic characters used for metaphorical interpretation.

In ancient times othe Old English period, people used to give names to different runic
characters. In this section the symbolic mearfihgbthe names of the runic futhark would

be interpreted. Old Germanic peaplesed to respect dive creatures. They prayed to their

gods and for that reasons, they dealt sometimes with magical rituals. They had several gods,
all of which one was on the top of the hierarchy, and that was Odth. fgaic sign has its

own godthat stands for himas commentedoelow. In addition tothe literal content of the

rune itssymbolic imagewill be illustrated; the phonetic equivalent of the runic sign would be

given, as well aghe metaphorical interpretation or meaning for all of the 24 runes that

%" hitp://norsemythology.org/runes/theneaningsof-the-runes/
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comprises the Elder Futhark. The interpretations of the runic meanings are primarily based on

the textual evidence of the Rune Poeffis.

Traditionally, the futhark is uniquely ordered intforee aettS, with eight rune¥ in each of

them.

“FNbBR<XP)
T eI RST AT,

Fehu: 'cattle’ or ‘wealth': Phonetic equivalerft

& Zu ] Epv }( “op IrX dZ uv]A E- ]e v}ickuFehupddersq
hold this luck, which is the mixture of the wealth and power. It is the best to think of w

as food, water, shelter, clothing, rather than needless luxury.

Uruz: 'Aurochs'’; Phonetic equivalent;

Uruz is the rune of the God of the sacred hunt and his shaman priest. It represeni
animal, praised in power and strength. It is a masculine rune, according to the story of
ZKR NLOOHG WKH uDXURFKVY DQLPD&hyddPLODU WR

Thurisaz: 'giant’; Phonetic equivalerth:

This is the first obstacle rune, not necessarily destructive. One needs to suffer, in orde

2 http://www.ragweedforge.com/poems.html
2 pett +a word meaning 'faniés' or 'groups'
http://www.runestones.com/RuneMeaning.htm
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a true happiness. What at first appears to be negative, may well turn out to cor

importart lesson.

Ansuz :'Odin’; Phonetic equivalerd :

This is the rune of balance. It represents the inner, instincts, the power of secular and
There is a lack of compassion and perspective. These comes from Odin, who sits a
world, looks down and makes decisions, but he does not understand his people ¢

feelings. So, to be a real and true leader, he needs to possess an emotional connectio

5DLYR M XPb@pétit equivalent

This is the rune of a journey. One can traseér roads and streets and one's life can
PDQ\ WZLVWYV DQG WXUQV DV ZHOO DV GLIIHUHQW
how one's decisions can change the way of life.

Kenaz: 'torch’; Phonetic equivalent as in ‘candle’

This is the rune of burning light, heat, and warmth physically and mentally. This
represents opening a mind to new ideas, being creative and exploring different t

knowledge.

Gebo: 'gift'; Phonetic equivalerg

This is the rune of connech between people. Until now, the journey was mainly soli
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and from here on the life paths intersect with other people. These relationships are st

by the exchange of gifts.

e

wunjo: 'glory":  Phonetic equivalent

This rune is the last ona this Aett, and represents the end of one cycle and the beginr
another one. It also represents emotions and feelings over materialistic. The ¢

happiness, love, pleasure and harmony with partners, family, and friends are crucial.

. HYl2 L+ EY 5
THEDeCcOND AETT

e

Hagalaz:'hail: Phonetic equivalert

This rune represents a harsh weather. In abstract sense a kind of disturbing force, whi
seriously affect someone's life. This particularly concerns the area of work, bt

temporarily. Then peace and calm wilepail finally.

Naudiz: 'need’ or 'necessity! Phonetic equivalemnt

This rune stands for need. It can describe a want, wish or necessity, which must be a
Need can also mean desperate conditions, hard life, which one has to solve. Thiskes
one realize, what true values and needs are, in order to survive, and learn what

important and primary for living, and what is optional.
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Isaz: 'ice: Phonetic equivalent

This rune presents the thin and fragile form of ice, inactivitylockage, patience, withdraw
and rest for some time. It is also followed by the coldness and frigidity of ice, so one r
be careful when crossing across in such areas. It refers to a certain lack in dynamic ¢
and suspension and stagoatiof plans, until better times come, when they might be

prolific.

Jera: ' year' or 'harvest' Phonetic equivalent

This rune stands for change, reward and productivity. Metaphorically, it refers to the
labour or reward for effort. It the rune of success and further development, after har
After well planned steps of work, one may expect a suitable harves

Eihwaz: 'yew! Phonetic equivalergi

This rune stands for transformation, change, confrontation of fears. It is a symbol
strength towards something that could make harm. It refers to a protection and def
and being rational helps one da the harsh reality. The spirit, strong will and mind

endure even the worst.

Perth: 'dicecup Phonetic equivalem
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The rune of mystery and chance, speaks for the future, the future is ambiguous, m
and unknown. This symbol refers tadden matters and secrets, which need to be deal
and resolved. Since, everything in the life presents a mysterious puzzle, one actually
within the life trying to with unpredictable results.

Algiz: 'protection! Phonetic equivalent,z

This rune stands for support, protection and warning. It symbolises the elk, an animal,
aware of its surroundings, looking out for danger. It means that one always needs to b

and immediately ready to defence against harm and attack.

Sowulo:'sun’: Phonetic equivalerd

This rune stands for power and strength, symbolising the rising spirit or awakening f
spheres of darkness. It indicates one's rebirth, new goals that would be reachec
revitalizing energy and power that pos#ly constructs one's life force, providing vital

wisdom, increase and fertility.

TBEMHPoM A

THeE TirnD ASTT.
it

~ Teiwaz: 'Tyr':  Phonetic equivalerit

This rune represents the ON god of war, Tyr. It is believed that he protects those wt
whether in physical battle or ime battle of mind. It also symbolizes triumph and victor

any competition.
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Berkana: 'birch’ Phonetic equivalerty

This rune is the rune of fertility, rebirth, plenty. It symbolizes the chance of a new br
terms of either a fresh start or of something old being reconstructed. It is thou a fems

which recovers and renews old and damaged, giving a positige n

Ehwaz: 'horse' Phonetic equivalers

This rune represents the animal horse. It refers to means of transportation. Metaphol

symbolizes being on the right track to prosperity and abundance.

Mannaz: 'man' or 'mankind’ Phonetic equivi@nt m

This rune stands for the spirit of humanity, from being an introvert to becoming an extr
This includes perfectly inner and private emotions, which then, gradually open to the ¢
of the world, and lead to social bounds. It reflects theat@nships of how you treat othe

and vice versa.

Laguz: 'Water': Phonetic equivalerit

This is the rune of water, in all its forms, from a tiny pond to the mighty ocean. The we
tides, flows and ebbs. It cleans from the damage. It symbgiméty and tranquillity as we

as calmness of the spirit. It focuses primarily on emotions such as love, compassi
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water has a certain depth. It metaphorically impacts everything that occurs in one'
consciously and subconsciously. The watelel many secrets and mysteries, to the pe
unknown, or not yet understandable. The intonation here is put on wisdom, inner visi
intuition. One needs to be a spiritual counsellor to solve the mystical riddles. Contr.

sometimes refers foner fears, darkness, and drastic measures.

' Ingwaz, Inguz: 'Ing; Phonetic equivalemntg

This rune symbolizes peace and unity. There is a kind of support among the pec
relationships are strengthened by love and respect. Once when people dieadifg@eycle i

complete, as united in one.

Dagaz: 'day’ Phonetic equivalerd (pronounced ash')

This rune expects and welcomes a new day, or turning the night into day. This is link
fresh start, turning to new directions in life, and hope, which should lead to a t

satisfaction. A transition from the darkness into the light is conveyed.

Otila: 'property’ ; Phonetic equivalert

This rune refers to property, which had been inherited. It may not only be indicated in r

affluence, but in broader sense, it refers to family bounds and features, one has.
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3.4.The most important runic texts

The aim of this section is to observe several texts in the form of inscriptions and
manuscripts, written in old and medieval runes. But before the same are listed, a few words

would be said aboyte u]vPoCU "E&uviXo]s & SuCE

In the period of Old English, we cannot actually speak about OE literaturethantil
period of Scandinavian influences. It is believed that the first and significant literature in OE
appears in Old Norse language in 8th century. Most of the runis explicitly refer to Old

Norse literature.

The earliest runic inscriptions were mostly shorter texts that appeared as messages
cites, casting spells, religious gospels... All these inscriptions maintained the owner's name,
which was chiselled into thetane. Thereare avast number of monuments that acted as
gravestones and memorials, which served as declarations of inheritance,
acknowledgements... (Jelling stones). They were sometimes, partly written in runic, and

partly in Latin alphabet.

As for poety®, many important poems were written in the 10th cenRuyic poems
have a verse for each rune, each of which begins with the rune itself and its name. Some of
these poems were more pagan, because Christianity was not yet widespread. (Iceland). They
were the result of the oral tradition, and until they were somewhere recorded, they
3V X U YhytiteGPal repetition from one generation to another. The poems were witty,
humorous, religious (such as gospels and psalms), nostalgicengysrespectful and

victorious

Since poetry was the main entertainmenthefOld Norsepeople, some runic texts are
well preserved in Norse poetry, mythology and sagas. Some of the poems are typically
skaldig which tend to favour notable people (kings, leaders) or theirsv@xkhough, the

most of the skaldic poetry originates from the medieval period, a few of them belong to Old

#http://www.hurstwic.org/history/articles/literature/text/literature.htm
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Norse period (The B rune stone and §5chapter of Egil's saga have a skaldic stéhzhe
Karlevi rune stone uses the drottkvoett m&jeSkaldic poems have complicated meter, strict
schema of alliteration and metaphoric language.

In this respect, several historical texts ofld@nd Middle English period, written in runic

alphabet, would be represented. First of all, the OE poetry wbelthtroduced.
Rune Poems

In terms of poetry, there are three significant surviving rune poems. These are
Icelandic and Norwegian rune poems in ON language, and younger futhark, andSamglo
rune poem, naturally written in AngiBaxon runes. Particulgrthis poem is considered to

be the real English poem, because it originated from the area of Anglia.

Below is an excerpt ofngloSaxon Rune Poéfn provided by the author Bruce

Dickins, and translated inodern English by Raegweed Forge.
YHRKE\I | Uaigehmyl¢lnt

6FHDOéeHDK PDQQD JHKZ\OFPLFOXQK\WG ODQ

Gif he wile for drihtne domes hleota(il-4)

Wealth is a comfort to all men;
Yet must every man bestow it freely,

If he wish to gain honour in the sight of Lord. [Forge]

Further on,several historical runic inscriptions are to be found chiselled on different
objects or gadgets such as swords, stones, bronze pendants, brooches. The first one, out of

several, wold be illustrated and described.

¥2Stancaz+contains 8 lines, each linehas 6 syl&sbB syllableswithin one line need to be stressed, and the last
syllable remains unstressed

% Drottkvoett meter+a heroic meter

3 http://lwww.ragweedforge.com/poems.html
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Seax of Beagnoth

This inscription is the only one, of the complete Ar§laxon alphabet. The name of
the inscription comes from Ofeaxand meangknife §°. It was the only completed epigraphic
object from the 10th century. Today, this expression refettsetdescription of large Anglo
Saxon singleedged knives made of iron. Thegaxknife was found in the River Thames at
Battersea. It was a prestigious weapon.

Picture7: Seax of Beagnoth

Seax is decorated with a narrow panel that stretches along the back edge on each side
of the blade. These panels are outlined by strips of twisted copper and brass, and separated
from the blade by a groove. Along this panel therdwoeinscriptions on one side.

Picture 8: the two inscriptions of the knife Seax of Beagnoth

One inscription represents -B&ters of the futhorc. The otharscription, was carved
in Angloo6D[RQ UXQLF DOSKDEHW DQG UHDGV WKH ZRUG 3%H
person, who owned or made a knife. The two inscriptions are divided by a laceeof pat

made of silver and copper.

% http://www.britishmuseum.org/explore/highlights/highlight_objects/pe_mla/s/seax_of beagnoth.aspx
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Gold bracteate

This early and unique, with AngRaxon runes inscribebracteate®a flat, single
sided, gold medal, worn as a piece of jewellery, which was sewn onto the clothasg)
made by a farmer in Suffolk. The figures and imagese adopted from theRoman Urb
coin, issued by Constantine the Great between 330 AD and 335 AD. The coins have a
helmeted head of the emperor upwards the coin, and figures of Romulus and Remus being
suckled by a wolf on the reverse. These coins were widely circulated, whatt reeanity

and divine.

Above the two images is a double spiral followed by a runic inscription that can be
WUDQVFULEMHGEPV pBHG X ZKDW FRXOG EHxzURDGY D V HIKIRIZJAHL

to a wolf image), and it was probgld kind of rewardad a relative.

The runes originate from the Angkrisian alphabet, and it is presumed that the
bracteatewas made in Schleswldolstein (province of old Anglia) or southern Scandinavia.
It was perhaps brought to England by an Anglian settler. This rusgedption and others,
following the same sample, are typical scripts used for writing inlipgeate Germanic

societies.

Picture 9 A Gold Bracteate

*http:/mww.britishmseum.org/explore/highlights/highlight_objects/pe_mla/g/gold_bracteate.aspx
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The Franks Casket

This representatiogPicture 10)of the runic inscriptions, is an object, a mere Hox
made of whale's bone, richly carved on the sides and lid with a pool of scenes from Roman
Jewish, Christian and Germanic tradition, with the following text in the runic, as well as

Roman alphabets.

The box was originally decorated with silver attachmehésdles, locks and hinges,
which were occasionally removed from their positions. The front side of the box is divided
into two scenes: the scene on the left derives from the Germanic legend, whiles the one on the
right side, and depicts the Adorationtbeé Magi (when three wise men visited the newborn
Christ, they labelled the word 'maegi’ in runes).

The left side of the box shows the founders of Rome (Romulus and Remus, from the
legend of twin brothers brought up by a wolf). The back side shows thieireaof Jerusalem
in 70 AD by the Roman emperor Titus. The correlated inscription, is therefore, written in
mixed languages and scripts. (OE and Latin). The right side of the box, a cast, shows a person

,}o ¢]133]VP p%}v S U [IXEGZ]A Jvtertppanly in encoded runes.

However, the main runic inscription on the front of the box does not refer to the
scene it surrounds. It is a mystery or a riddle inv@tch is related to the origin of the
| X dZ S8E veo 3]}v A E] h Ke& up th¥ Beds dd B thig mountainous
o]((_ }YE ~3Z <]JvP }( 8§ EE}E u o AZ v Z <A u}vs} 8z .z
W(®&® 8§z vU §Z }vv S§]}v }( §Z 1§ v 8Z AZ o[+ }v U %}
A« u 1( §Z Z fodeo [-

There areassumptions that the casket was made in Northern England, according to
the style of carving and dialect of inscription. It was made for a learned patron in a
monastery. Since it was made at a time, when Christianity had not been established
therefore it shows a great interest of the pagans referred to Christ, and history of Rome and

Jerusalem.

37 http://www.britishmuseum.org/explore/highlights/highlight_objects/pe_mla/t/the_franks_casket.aspx
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Today, this casket appears in the British Museum, possibly brotnge by Sir

Augustus Franks, after whotine casket actually got the name.

PicSUE {IW dZ &E vi[e ol &

Silver disc brooch of dwin

This broocf® has its place in the British Museum, as well. It is believed that it was
discovered during the pillage of a field near Ely in 1694. The brooch carries an inscription in
K &}uv §8Z P ]Jv §Z IX dZ %o}ee] 0 & owios Mg} wmay C
the Lord own her. May the Lord curse him who takes me from her, unless she gives me of
Z @ }Av (E Aloo_X

The back of the brooch was also decorated and has a silver strip with engraved seven
imitations of AngleSaxon runes, which could not been read. Tanage of the brooch
indicates that it was torn quickly, by force, from clothing and then buried. It is presumed that

the brooch was owned by a woman of a rich status.

3 http://www.britishmuseum.o _mla/efsitlisc_brooch.aspx
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W] SuE iiWw ~JoA & ]+ &E}} Z }( Alv

Runes can also be found on large stone moants, like churches. It is evident that,
there are at least 37 known Angiaxon runic monuments, associated with the Church.
There are some of the famous runic crosses. The picture perfectly illustrates one of these

crosses, which is the Bewcastle Cross.

Bewcastle Cross

Together with Ruthwell Cro$s Bewcastle is a

enormous, Northumbrian monumentPicture 12), which
dates from the & century. There are #ices of OE and Lat
languages, as well as runic and Latin scripts. The mea
not certain, because the Cross was damaged over the
There are speculations that this monument was erectec

the memorial to commemorate King Alchfrith of Deira.

There are three crucial figures. On the top is John
Baptist, holding the Lamb of God, walking on the desert
proclaiming Christ in the wilderness. Below is Christ hin
as King. There are animals of the wilderness at his fe«
long inscription gketches, followed by the controversigsg
figure of a man with a falcon or eagle on a perch. This fi§
is expected to be St. John Evangeliste (symbol of a
eagle). If this fact is true, in his armere may have been
relic of the true Cross, and an attwould be set up. John th
Evangelist calls the congregation to hear the good new#
the victory of Christ. This can be explained by the )
Jve E]%3]}vU Az & ]« ~A] S}EC

are invited to worship Christ and call on His namvljch is-

=

} %o O

http://www.bewcastle.com/cross.html
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also carved, be baptized, and have their sins taken from them

Picture 12: Bewcastle Cross
The Ruthwell Cross

This monument dates back from the earfy&@ntury. It contains the carvings that
describe different scenes from the Bible, wine work, and-kvedivn poemThe Dream of the
Roodthat was carved in the cross in runic alphabet. It is believed that the cross was designed
and erected with the functioaf, either to convert pagans to Christianity or to instruct
Christians from a pagan belief. The Ruthwell Ctd#sconsidered to be a powerful religious
symbol, an overwhelming work of Angidaxons, and a significant
source of literaryhistorical and cultural evidence and is possibly
the oldest surviving text of OE poetry. The cross stood in
Ruthwell, Scotland. Later, the church was established, and the
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cross became part of the church grounds. After years of damage,

o

the cross was recefructed, and was outside the church until 1887,
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when it was declared an ancient monument. From 1882, the

Ruthwell Cross was brought into the church, and can still be seen

there to this day.

As mentionedearlier, there are splendid carvings of the
biblical scenegPicture 13 on the left shows Jesus Chribstpre
would be said about the poehme Dream of the Rood’he poem
was written in AngleSaxon runes at 9 century. The poem
consisted of 18 verses, until the complete poem was discovered in
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the 10" century in Vercelli Book in northern Italy.
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In the poenmThe Dream of the Rod4 an unknown poet dreams
WKDW KH HQFRXQWHUYVY D EHDXWLIXO WUHH

cross, in which Christ was crucified. It is graciously decorated with

“http://historymedren.about.com/od/medievalscotland/p/ruthwell_cross.htm

“http://historymedren.about.com/od/generalliteraturel/p/dream_rood.htm
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gold andgems, but the poet can discern ancient wounds. The rood tells the poet how it was
IRUFHG WR EH WKH LQV\Wdds¢ib@Hov R o8&, Kxpeérid e \thebild aidK

spear thrusts along with the saviour. Hence, the rood or the cross is etgicus sign of
PDQNLQGYVY UHGHPSWLRQ ,W Ztbepo&r @ HxsWirdar P& Wil albth® HV VD J
men about this vision, so that they could be redeemed of sin, and saved. It should be his

mission, for which the poet was meant to be.

The signifcance of this poem lies in its explicit interpretation in many ways. This
poem tried to make people think about Christianity and ati@ptd later keep certain values
in accordance with it. The AngiSaxon people used to be warriors, vandals, raideddljtta
did they valued humility. Therefore the dream vision uses powerful images of Christ, in order
to convert pagans to Christianifgunic script was used to make Christianity closer to native
Germanic peoplesThe Dream of the Roogmarkably embraces two distinct cultures. The
poem offers a glimpse into the distant past of the England. It was a time when pagan rituals

declined, and soon, a newer faith became popular.
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Picture 14: The Ruthwell Cross

Jelling stones
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These stones ref to massively carved runic scripts from thd" t@ntury. They are
founded in the town Jellifgin Denmark. There are two Jelling ston&he frst stone was
raised by King Gorm the Ol@Picture 1% in memory of his wife. Another larger stone
(Picturel5 zDV HUHFWHG E\ .LQJYV *RUP VRQ +DUDOG %OXHWF
also celebrated his conquest of Denmark and Norway. In addition to, he also made the Danes
to convert to Christianity. Therefore, these stones are-kmellvn in Denmark, wrign in

runic script.

The Jelling stones stand in front of the church garden. The stones traditionally
represent the process of Christianization in Denmark. Therefore, the larger stone is often
FDOOHG E\ LWV QLFNQDPH "HQPDU N fi¢/ cdnfaisva Loepgcbod oF HU W L |
Christ. It is believed that these stones are highly responsible for the creation of the Denmark

as a nation state.

Picturel¥left): The Jelling rune stone of King Gorm the Old
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Picture 16right)y 7KH VWRQH RI .LQJTV *RUP VRQ +

“http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jelling_stones
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7 KH I5Rune stone

This rune stori€ is an extraordinary piece of Swedish masterpiece. It is believed that
this stone contains the longest known runic inscription in stone. It is not only considered to be
a valuable source of culture because of the awesome features carved into it, luths als
first piece of written Swedish literature. This monument indicates the beginning of the history

of Swedish literature (Picturel?).

dZ +8}v A+ J¢}AE v s§Z ZuE zZ }( 82 Aloo P Z,IU
the name. The stone was a part tfe church wall, and after some time the stone was
removed from the church. As the church dates from th& t2ntury, it is assumed that the
stone was carved in the™century. For that period, it was commda use runic stones to
build churches. All sab of the stone are carved in runes, what makes the stone unique. It
contains the longest inscription of about 760 characters. It was decoded in two ways. The
scholars usedkenning$‘in order to read the message. They also displaced, shifted and
added someof the characters. Properties of skaldic poetry are used in the stone. It was

thought that the inscription served as a magical ritual.

“http://www.spottinghistory.com/view/808/rakinestone/

4 A kenning- a compressed form of metaphoriginally used in AngleSaxon and Norse poetry. In a kenning,
an object is described by a compound (usuallywweod phrases), such as 'whatad' meaning 'sea’
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Picture 17: The R rune stone

The Codex Runicus

The Codex Runictisis a kind of a codex written in medieval runes in the period of
Middle English, in the year 1300. It provides 202 pages about the oldest Nordic provincial

law. This is one example of the runic text originally written on parchment.

The codex is initiallyritten in Latin alphabet, but later the Scandinavian people
suggested their own version of Scandinavian futhark. For each Latin letter, they provided a
runic correspondence, what makes the codex remarkable. It is a unique, juridical document
ever written in runic script. Some fundamental features or headings of a section are

coloured red in the codex, in order to emphasize certain importance of the content.

“http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Codex_Runicis
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This manuscript contains three parts:

1. The Scanian Law, which covered the eastern part of &mesb kingdom;
2. The Scanian Ecclestical Leavchronicle of the early Danish monarchs
3. A Description of the DanisBwedish border
The text on leaf 27r, from the first rubric (line 3), from Codex:
6 UU PDQ DQQ U PDQ P i Q NXQXQN LRUBQVRDUOVAB 0 REK

RN NXQXQJL ILULWLXKX PDUN RN KLQXP U VDU ILN ILUL

If a man wounds another man while the king is in the province he shall pay a fine for
wound in accordance with the law, and 40 marks to the king and dsfor breach

of the peace to the one who was wounded.

The Scanian Ecclestical Law describes a settlement of the administration of justice
agreed by Scanians and the archbishop of Lund in the 12th century. On the last page there

are two lines of a balladvhich was the oldest record of Scandinavian secular music.
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Picturel8: The Codex Runicus

4. Conclusion

This work deals mainly, with the central issue of the runes. Commenting this idea,
starting from the very beginning of this paper, the historical overview employed a kiad of
introduction thatto someextent portrays the mainstream of events from ghnestory to Old
and Middle English. Invasions, settlements, wars and battles were significant, because they
undoubtedly dictate a position of everything else in one land; from language and alphabet
till cultural and social variances. The battles of the pedpleign influencessupervised and
powerful control of one nation over another, directed the position and use of formal

language and orthography. These factors are vital for every country and nation.
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Initially, 1 wanted to explore the runes, in terms of their origin, all possible
interpretations of the meaning, as well as, practical function and use of the runic inscriptions
in different texts. Comparing them to other alphabets, the runes are spef@fianany
reasons. For instance, a wide rangetle runic carvings werehiselled into stones and
wood, but ordinary objects like boxes, jewellery, knives were really overwhelming samples
of Germanicculture. Up until this time, theyave beenfound on eveything from coins to
coffins, and sometimes their use was banned by the Church. Common pagan tribes used
runes as magic symbols, for simple spells. They referred to these aispalaed signs, with
a huge and marvellous admiration and respdy.ising runes, ancient people could predict
fortune, as well. This was simultaneously the reason for execution of the rune masters. In
this respect, ancient mythology either died with them, or it was passed on in selnet
runes are important for the English larege and history, because they are the first English

alphabets, and therefore are considered to be the earliest beginnings of the English literacy.

While analysingthe texts and other written records writtenin runic scripts, several
interesting storiedranspired in thosencient manuscripts. Old Norse mythology eloquently

captures the world of pagan gods and other mystical creatures, associated with divination.

To sum up, it was quite interesting to dig into the past and exdlogiistc, as well
as, mystical paths of ancient people b&diemyths, writing systems and all othespects of
life and culture Finally, although runic signs do not exist today as types of |etiszd for
common writing they are persistently around us. Aftgre Second World War, the new,
refreshed view was given to the meaning of runes. Their revival regained the popularity in
esotericbut also linguisti@areas, wich undoubtedly leads tathe fact that the runes are still

present in this time and age.
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